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Established: 2014
Constitution and By-Laws

Members:
Millersville University (Lancaster, PA) 2014-Present
New Jersey Institute of Technology (Newark, NJ) 2014-Present
Princeton University (Princeton, NJ) 2014-Present
Seton Hall University (South Orange, NJ) 2014-Present
The College of New Jersey (Ewing, NJ) 2014-Present
University of Pennsylvania (Philadelphia, PA) 2014-Present
West Chester University (West Chester, PA) 2014-Present
Monmouth University (West Long Branch, NJ) 2015-Present

University of Scranton (Scranton, PA) 2016-Present

Rutgers University (New Brunswick, NJ) 2016-Present
CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE 1

NAME

a) The name of this league shall be the Colonial States College Hockey Conference (CSCHC) and shall be referred to in this document from now forward as “league”, “the league” or “CSCHC.”

b) The purpose of this league is to provide competitive, organized hockey among colleges and universities in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and surrounding areas. Surrounding areas are to be determined by CSCHC member teams as to geographic feasibility for regular travel to games. The CSCHC will not participate in any other activities other then described.
c) The CSCHC will be governed by the American Collegiate Hockey Association (ACHA) at the Division II level. The ACHA is the governing body for competitive college club hockey in the United States.  

d) The CSCHC has an official logo.  Please see the official CSCHC web site (http://cschc.pointstreaksites.com) for an example of the artwork. The official logo must be used on member team websites and other publications.
e) The CSCHC federal ID# is 47-1003117 (non-profit).

f) If the CSCHC is dissolved and does not continue to operate as described in section (b), all remaining funds will be distributed to the remaining member teams.

ARTICLE 2

MEMBERSHIP

a) a) The CSCHC shall consist of college and university member teams, recognized by their institutions as club teams (non-varsity). Only 4-year colleges or universities will be eligible for membership in the CSCHC. Each member school shall be entitled to one vote on all matters concerning the functions of the league. Teams must be registered and members in good standing of the American Collegiate Hockey Association (D-II) which carries an annual membership fee. (See www.achahockey.org for more information). There are 3 levels of membership: FULL, PROBATIONARY, and ASSOCIATE. The CSCHC will, at any one time, have no more than 12 members at the FULL, and PROBATIONARY member level combined, and no more then 2 ASSOCIATE members

b) Application for membership to the CSCHC must consist of the following:

1. Application for membership to the CSCHC in the form of a letter, on college or university letterhead, signed by school officials who would oversee the team (club sports, athletics, student government), team representatives, and the head coach.

2. Formal presentation of no more than 10 minutes, followed by a question and answer period by CSCHC members, at a designated CSCHC meeting or conference call/video conference to the current members consisting of an overview of:

a) Ice facilities (including a list of at least 10 {ten} home game ice times for the upcoming season) see By-Law Article IX.a

b) Club membership (a listing of active club members), and those students known to be incoming players to the school.
c) Coaching staff (at least 2 coaches, see Constitution Article 5.b), with at least one coach present at the meeting

d) Financial status, showing the ability to cover expenses in running basic functions of the club; league dues, ice time, referees, transportation, etc.
3. Entry fee of $500 in the form of a check from the institution, made out to the “Colonial States College Hockey Conference”. The entry fee is non-refundable to those teams who are accepted as members. The check will be returned to the institution uncashed if a team is not admitted to the CSCHC.
4. Voting by CSCHC current membership will be taken, and teams must receive a 2/3 majority vote in their favor to be accepted into the CSCHC.

5. Upon acceptance into the CSCHC, a team is required to become a PROBATIONARY member (see 2.c) (unless voted on by the current CSCHC membership to become an immediate FULL member) for a period of not less than one (1) year, but not more than two (2) years from the date of admittance.

c) PROBATIONARY MEMBERSHIP. Schools wishing to become FULL members of the league shall be granted a PROBATIONARY MEMBERSHIP of at least one year but not more than two years (exceptions; see 2.b.5 above) as voted on by a 2/3 majority vote of the current CSCHC membership. Any school granted PROBATIONARY MEMBERSHIP has the same rights and responsibilities as a FULL member EXCEPT they shall have NO voting rights.
d) After a PROBATIONARY MEMBERSHIP period of one year (season) the PROBATIONARY MEMBER shall be assessed as to performance during that season. Following this assessment the CSCHC membership may vote to grant FULL membership of the PROBATIONARY MEMBER by a vote of the current membership or shall vote to extend PROBATIONARY MEMBERSHIP one additional season.  The CSCHC may also vote to dissolve any and all relationship, as a league, with the PROBATIONARY MEMBER.  All votes must be decided by a 2/3 majority.

e) A team may be admitted or moved to ASSOCIATE MEMBER status by a 2/3 vote of the current membership. An associate member team:

1. is NOT eligible for playoffs

2. Must play a proscribed minimum number of games against CSCHC teams each season as determined by the CSCHC membership
3. Will not have players eligible for the All-Star game or awards

4. Will be given the first opportunity to become a PROBATIONARY or FULL member upon a current member team severing ties with the CSCHC, a need for expansion, or the ASSOCIATE MEMBER team reaching a level of play and administrative excellence as evidenced by member teams petitioning for the associate member’s elevation in status.
5. May be removed from league affiliation by a 2/3 vote by current members at ANY time.

6. Associate members must play every full and probationary member at least once each season that they remain associate members.
**All CSCHC teams must maintain up-to-date contact information on the CSCHC website as well as the ACHA website
**ALL CSCHC teams must regularly maintain their own website that must contain the CSCHC name and/or logo on the homepage

ARTICLE 3

OFFICERS and EXECUTIVE BOARD
a) The officers of the CSCHC shall consist of a president, a vice-president/secretary, a treasurer, webmaster, and commissioner.  An executive committee consisting of, but not limited to, the president, the vice-president, treasurer, commissioner, and anyone else the president sees fit may be convened to settle disputes involving member teams and will act as the Commissioner when that position is vacant.

b) President ($500 stipend). The president’s duties consist of:

1. Scheduling issues

2. Inter-league issues and ACHA liaison

3. League growth and contraction

4. Reports league status to membership

5. Creates and distributes agendas for league meetings

6. Presides over all meetings

7. Oversees all official league positions

8. Liaison to game officials

9. Has power to set standards and make requests of the league membership over and above the Constitution and By-Laws if necessary and the content area happens not to be covered by the Constitution and By-Laws

10. May make general housekeeping changes to Constitution and By-Laws as needed for procedural items and will notify the membership of the change

c) Vice-President/Secretary ($500 stipend). The vice-president/secretary duties shall consist:

1. Fulfills the duties of the President in the President’s absence.
2. Oversees all league committees including but not limited to:

a. CSCHC Playoff Committee (site, ice, referees, playoff trophies, ticket sales, cash, other staff, scorers, PA announcers, security, programs, posters, advertising)

b. ACHA All-Star Challenge Committee (voting, uniforms, lodging, transportation, ice, etc.)

c. CSCHC Yearly Individual Awards (voting and ordering awards)

d. CSCHC By-Law & Constitution Committee (general when needed)
       3. Record league meeting minutes

      d) Treasurer ($500 stipend). The treasurer’s duties shall consist of:

1. Keeps all financial records of the CSCHC via balance sheet

2. Sends invoices to teams and collects team dues
3. Tracks team fines and collects those fines
4. Writes checks for league expenditures as agreed upon by the Executive Board
5. Records deposits dues and other fees collected into the CSCHC bank account

5. Maintains CSCHC bank account/checking account
6. Reports league financial status at league meetings

7. Writes stipend checks for league officers in two installments (12/15 and 2/28 of each season)

8. Collects referee fees from all CSCHC member team home games, both league and non-league, by November 1 of each season and writes a check to MAHOA (officials association) for the invoiced amount.

     f) Webmaster ($500 stipend). The webmaster’s duties shall consist of:

1. Keeps all phases of the league web site up to date on a weekly basis including, but not limited to:

a. scores

b. standings

c. statistics

d. team contacts/profile

e. general layout and design

4. Track DQ’s, misconducts and suspensions of CSCHC players and coaches for league and non-league contests.

5. Reports all DQ’s, misconducts and other major penalties to the Commissioner for disciplinary consideration
     g) Commissioner (500 Stipend). The Commissioner’s duties shall consist of:

1. Team issues including disputes between teams

2. Discipline (including Supplementary Discipline)

3. Constitution & By-Laws interpretations

4. Heads 3-member Executive Board for urgent league matters

     h) Deputy Commissioner (500 Stipend). The Deputy Commissioner’s duties shall consist of:

1. Assist in team issues including disputes between teams

2. Assist in discipline (including Supplementary Discipline)

3. Constitution & By-Laws interpretations

4. Oversee League Eligibility 

ARTICLE 4

MEETINGS

a) All regular league meetings must be attended by a representative of each member school. Meeting protocol is face-to-face as the CSCHC is only asking teams to meet twice per year.  Special meetings may be done, under extreme conditions through conference call, but preferred method is face-to-face meeting. Every member should make every possible effort to attend meetings face-to face.
b) There will be a $250 per occurrence fine for a team that fails to attend any regularly scheduled CSCHC meeting and a $100 fine for failing to attend any specially scheduled meeting by the CSCHC, including conference/video calls.

1. If two consecutive meetings/conference/video calls are missed by a team, the offending team will lose voting rights for one year beginning the following season.

c) There will be at least two regular league meetings during the course of the calendar year and will be scheduled (date, place and time) in advance.

1. August/September - (pre-season meeting) To insure that all matters concerning the league will be taken care of prior the first game and address any problems or disseminate any information face-to-face.  Changes to the By-laws and Constitution may be made at this time.

2. Early March - To finish any old business from the past season.  In the following order: Voting on any probationary members, presentations by any prospective teams, ice times due for scheduling of following season and voting for all officer positions.

3. Special meetings or executive committee meetings/conference calls may be called at anytime by the president.

ARTICLE 5

SPORTSMANSHIP

a) General Procedure.  It is suggested that each team hold a team meeting at the beginning of each season to:

1. Acquaint and reacquaint each team member and coaching staff member with the desires of the league in the matter of sportsmanship and any other parts of these By-Laws and Constitution pertaining to players (eligibility, penalties, etc.).

2. Discuss team liability for inappropriate actions in a league setting and the responsibility of self-reporting and reporting of other misconduct by teams in the league.

b) Coaching Procedure.

1. Each team should have at least one ACHA/CSCHC registered coach behind the bench for each scheduled game. Failure to comply will result in forfeiture of the game in question.  Each team should name at least one (1) head coach and one (1) assistant coach on their roster. Their responsibility will include the coaching and conduct of the team.

a) The coaches listed on the roster shall not be players or undergraduate students at that teams’ institution, and should be at least 21 years of age by the first game coached.

b) Coaches, however, may be non-playing graduate student(s) from that teams’ institution.

2. Be well versed in the By-Laws and Constitution of the CSCHC and the American Collegiate Hockey Association (ACHA Division II) and the ice hockey playing rules of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA).

ARTICLE 6

AMENDMENTS
a) Amendment proposals to this document must be presented in writing to the president prior to the August/September or the March meeting. This constitution may be amended by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the schools present at a meeting. The president must present any proposals to the CSCHC membership at the next meeting.  No changes can be made during the season.

BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I

Special Meetings

a) Special meetings/conference calls of the league membership or executive committee may be called by the president at any time.  Individual teams may request the president to call special meetings, but may be denied.

ARTICLE II

Quorum

a) At any meeting of the league, two-thirds (2/3) of the league shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE III

Election of Officers
a) Officers of the league shall be elected annually at the March meeting. A person may hold any office in the league without limitation to time as long as the league membership is satisfied with their performance and indicated by re-election.

b) Officers of the league shall be elected from among those persons representing their schools in the league and shall be limited to full member schools.  A person who does not represent a member school can still be elected if that person has close ties to the league.

c) The officers will take volunteer and/or assign committee members as needed beginning with representatives from those teams not serving on the executive board. Committees may have multiple members from individual programs involved as long as they are not on the same committees.

ARTICLE IV

Order of Business

a) Order of business at all regular meetings of the league shall be as follows:

1. Call to Order

2. Attendance

3. Reading of the minutes

4. Reports and communications

5. Committees

6. Elections

7. Unfinished business

8. New business

9. Adjournment

ARTICLE V

Rules of Order

a) Unless otherwise provided for, the rules governing the meetings of this league shall be “Robert’s Rules of Order.”

ARTICLE VI

League Dues

a) The dues for each school in the CSCHC shall be set at $1500 per year and shall be billed via correspondence to each member team by the Treasurer. Payment of dues assumes that each team will adhere to and abide by the Constitution and By-Laws.

b) League dues and outstanding balances are to be paid to the CSCHC Treasurer by a date set by the Treasurer each season.

c) The penalty for failure to comply with paragraph “b” of this article shall be suspension of the offending school from the league until the delinquent dues have been paid. Any games missed due to such suspension shall be considered forfeited.  Exception; a payment extension may be granted by the league president and treasurer by formal request of a member team.
ARTICLE VII

Rules and Eligibility

a) The rules governing play in the CSCHC shall be exactly as those prescribed in the most current edition of NCAA Ice Hockey Rule Book and as amended by the ACHA.
b) The head coach of each team is responsible for enforcing suspensions for their team.  If this rule is broken each situation will be handled on a case by case basis (see also VII.a.3 and VII.a.4 below). Supplementary discipline may be considered.
NOTE:  Suspensions must be served in games against college teams only. Any games added to the schedule during the season may NOT be scheduled with the sole purpose of having player(s) serving suspensions. To be officially added to the schedule a game must be added to the ACHA website and the CSCHC president and webmaster notified for addition to the CSCHC website.
3. Suspensions.  It is the coach’s responsibility to ensure that suspended players serve their suspensions.  Failure to do so will result in the forfeiture of said game. The offending team must indicate suspended player(s) and uniform number(s) of suspended player(s) on subsequent game scoresheet(s).

4. Other suspensions. Suspensions for other unsportsmanlike offenses shall be determined by the Executive Committee under the power of supplemental discipline.
5. Other Offenses.  Other offenses in CSCHC contests may be brought to the attention of the league president through an incident report and/or video. Information from these sources will be compiled by the executive committee. Any offense that generates an incident report can be reviewed under the supplemental discipline section of the NCAA rule book.

6. Eligibility. (see ACHA Division II eligibility rules) 

7. Player / Team Registration with ACHA/CSCHC (each semester a copy of each team’s ACHA registration/roster will be sent to the CSCHC president) 

**New players added to team on short notice can be preceded with a phone call/e-mail to ACHA/CSCHC without ACHA registration/roster hard copy addition with the assurance that the player is eligible and the hard copy is following. Any players found ineligible, the offending team will forfeit any games in which the player participated.
a) All teams must register all players using the proper forms found on the ACHA website. 
8. Scoresheets. Within 48 hours of each game (league or non-league) scoresheets must be entered into the ACHA website and the scoresheet uploaded to the site. By the Tuesday following each weekend of games an e-mail must be sent by each team containing the following information:

Date of game

Score
DQ’s (if any) - including player #, name and offense leading to the DQ

The e-mail must be sent to the following people:

All CSCHC Executive Committee Members

ACHA D-II Commissioner

ACHA D-II Vice President

D-II Southeast Regional Rankings Coordinator

Game Scoresheets must be legibly printed and have:

a) All appropriate blocks of the Scoresheet must be filled in

b) Signed by home coach, visiting coach, game officials

c) All statistics tabulated 

9. Failure to have at least one of the ACHA/CSCHC registered coaches present at game time will result in the following:

a) A forfeit by that team.

b) And a $250 fine levied against the offending team.

c) Further penalties to be determined by the executive committee.

10. All teams must declare team colors and have AT LEAST matching home and away jerseys and socks. It is highly suggested that teams also have matching helmets, and pants.

11. Players must be designated a uniform number which must be the same for home and away games. A player must wear that number at all times and the number must match the scoresheet. If a player changes a number mid-season, the CSCHC president and webmaster must be notified prior to the change. A $50 fine per player/per occurrence for any variation of this infraction will be assessed.

ARTICLE VIII

Postponements

a) No game shall be postponed except in extreme emergency (traffic accident involving a CSCHC team, team transportation malfunction, rink failure or malfunction, natural disaster, severe weather conditions, death of team personnel or similar circumstance) with the approval of the league president or highest ranking league officer not involved in the game.  The league president and involved team(s) must be notified as soon as possible in this situation.

b) Any postponed contest shall be rescheduled and played at the earliest possible date if necessary to determine playoff positioning. In the event the game is needed and the teams cannot agree on a reschedule date, the executive committee will convene to determine an outcome. Supplementary discipline against teams may be enforced.
c) A forfeit by a visiting team will result in the ice time and referees fees (a set fee of $700) being paid to the home team in addition to a $250 fine paid to the CSCHC treasurer. Both payments by offending team will be paid within 30 days of the forfeit or the offending team will be suspended from further league play.  After one forfeit of any kind, a team will be put on probation and ruled on by the executive committee as soon as possible after the offense.

d) A forfeit by a home team will result in the travel and time expenses (a set fee of $700) being paid for to the visiting team in addition to a $250 fine paid to the CSCHC treasurer. Both payments by offending team will be paid within 30 days of the forfeit or the offending team will be suspended from further league play.  After one forfeit of any kind, a team will be put on probation and ruled on by the executive committee as soon as possible after the offense.

e) A second forfeit in one season by a team and the offending team will not be eligible for playoffs and their probation will be evaluated by the executive committee.

NOTE: Each team will submit a makeup date by October 1 each season for a February date that can be used to make up postponed games (if ice is available).

NOTE: The full schedule must be played out regardless of playoff implications unless there is no ice available to play. The executive committee will have final say in this instance.
NOTE:  It is recommended that players and coaches travel to and from CSCHC contests by bus for comfort, safety, and league image purposes.

ARTICLE IX

Contests

a) Regular season games in the CSCHC shall consist of three (3), twenty (20) minute periods with 5-minute sudden death overtime during the regular season.  Overtime shall be played 4-on-4 (ACHA).  
It is required that a minimum 2-1/2 hour ice slot with 2 ice cuts be provided by the home team for each CSCHC game.  
There is no provision for ending CSCHC games prior to the completion of three 20 minute periods plus possible overtime (i.e. 10 goal rule, etc.) All games must be played to a conclusion.  If a team refuses to complete a game, it will be declared a forfeit.  All instances of games not being completed will be reviewed as to the application of Article VIII a thru e.  Other discipline against players, coaches and teams may apply based upon the situation.

**Game contracts are recommended but not mandatory as it is noted that some clubs may not sign contracts and that the agreement to play the game in advance suffices as the contract to play.

**The home team must provide a certified athletic trainer (ATC) or EMT who must sign the scoresheet for each league game (optional for non-league games but recommended). A $200 fine per occurance will be assessed.

b) Game officials. 
A one-referee, two-linesmen officiating system must be used (as outlined in the NCAA Ice Hockey Rulebook) by referees from MAHOA. (see 3 below)

1. If no officials appear for a game, it will be declared no game until the CSCHC executive board investigates and rules on who was at fault.  The game may be replayed or forfeited to the visiting team (see above) depending on the ruling.

2. The MAHOA (Mid-Atlantic Hockey Officials Association) will be responsible for all officials assignments for CSCHC games.

3. The league president will be the official liaison with the officials.

4. CSCHC teams are responsible for ensuring that all games are covered with officials by using ArbiterSports.com scheduling system as outlined by the MAHOA scheduler/assigner each summer. Both home and away teams should confirm dates, times, locations and coverage for each game at least two weeks ahead of time. Questions should go the MAHOA assigner with the CSCHC president copied.
5. Any scheduling changes should be made through the CSCHC President by e-mail with copies going to the opposing team and MAHOA. 
7. The home team will always be responsible for payment of officials via invoice by November 1 of each season from the CSCHC. (except for playoffs which are a league expense) The CSCHC will in turn pay MAHOA for all CSCHC teams’ league and non-league home games via invoice for the entire season.
c) At the conclusion of the regular season the team that has accumulated the most points (two [2] points for each win and one [1] point for each tie and one [1] point for each overtime loss) shall be declared the regular season champion. In case of a tie the regular season champion (as well as ties for all other playoff positions) shall be determined in the following order:

1. The team with the most games won in league competition.

2. The team among those involved having accumulated the most points in “head-to-head” competition.

3. The team among those involved having scored the most goals in “head-to-head” competition.

4. The team among those involved having allowed the fewest goals in “head-to-head” competition.

6. The team among those involved having allowed the fewest goals for the season in league competition.

5. The team among those involved having scored the most goals for the season in league competition.
7. In the event that the above listed tie-breakers fail to produce a winner duplicate awards will be given, but a coin flip will determine playoff rank.

8. Higher order of finish during the regular season shall determine home team (wearing white) throughout the playoffs.

d) CSCHC Playoff Tournament (single elimination):

Friday

Game 1

3rd place vs. 6th place (play-in game)

Game 2

4th place vs. 5th place (play-in game)

Saturday

Game 3

1st place vs. lowest remaining seed (semi-final game)

Game 4

2nd place vs. highest remaining seed (semi-final game)

Sunday

Game 5

game 3 winner vs. game 4 winner (playoff championship)

All games must end in a conclusion other than a tie after the regulation 60 minutes of play. Any ties will be finished by playing 20-minute, sudden death overtime periods, with ice cuts between periods, and the teams not changing ends until there is a conclusion.

ARTICLE X

Disputes

a) All disputes or differences in regard to contests, eligibility, etc., shall be submitted, in writing, to the league president 24) hours following the conclusion of the contest and preceded by a phone call to the president or it will not be considered. The dispute shall be decided by the executive committee at a special meeting called by the president if necessary.

Incident reports and/or video may be submitted to the league president for review of officials, players or coaches with no fee and preceded by an e-mail or phone call as soon as possible after the incident. 

Any incident between a CSCHC team and a non-CSCHC team will be referred to the ACHA for review and possible ruling.

**Destruction of property by any CSCHC team to any rink will be subject to review on a case by case basis by the CSCHC executive board and based on complaints by individual rinks and opposing teams. Penalties will be supplemental in nature.

ARTICLE XI

Awards

a) A permanent trophy shall be awarded to the team declared to be the first place team at the conclusion of the regular season play.

b) Permanent trophies shall be awarded to the playoff winner and runner-up.

c) In addition, individual trophies shall be awarded to the following persons:

1. Regular Season Most Valuable Player

2.  Points

3. Most Goals

4. Most Assists

5. Lowest Goals Against Average

6. Highest Save Percentage

7. Wins

8. Best Defenseman

9. Coach of the Year

10. Team Sportsmanship Award (least penalty minutes/DQs)

11. Playoff Tournament Most Valuable Player

12. All Star MVP
NOTE: Goalie awards (#5 & 6 above) will be based on 20 minutes times the fewest league games played by any one team.

d) The awards will be awarded statistically (except for MVP, best defenseman and Coach of the Year, which will be decided during All-Star voting or at the conclusion of the season). If there is a tie in statistical categories, duplicate trophies will be awarded.  Awards will be awarded at the All Star Game each season. The Playoff and All Star MVP Award will be decided by the CSCHC President.

e) All-Star team voted on by coaches with the intent to play another ACHA D-II team in a contest or contests during or immediately after the season.  The high vote getter in the process will be named the CSCHC Regular Season MVP.

f) A pass around trophy will be awarded to the League Playoff Champion at the conclusion of the Championship game.  The Playoff Champion will have possession of this trophy from the conclusion of playoffs until December 15th.  Any damage to the pass around trophy will be the responsibility of the team in possession of the trophy. Said team will be responsible for paying the full cost of repair or replacement of the trophy to restore it to its condition when it was awarded to the winning team.  If the winning team no longer is a member of the league while possessing the trophy, they will immediately surrender the trophy to the League President.  If trophy is not surrendered or is damaged the team will be responsible to pay the full cost of repair or replacement.  The League President will be responsible for adding new plates to the trophy, which will consist of the year and name of the winner.  The League President will be the custodian of the trophy.

ARTICLE XII

Review

a) All teams, players, coaches, team officials, league officers and referees (who are assigned league games) should be fully aware of the CSCHC constitution and by-laws.

b) Any team in the league may be reviewed at any time and sanctioned by a 2/3 vote of the league members at conclusion of any season.

c) A full-member team may be removed from the league by a unanimous vote (excluding the team in question) after a request of at least half of the member teams and a discussion on the team in question.

d) An associate member team may be removed from league supervision by a vote of 2/3 of league membership at ANY time.
